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Social Problems and Sociclogical Tradition: An
Analysis of Theoretical Perspectives Towards the
Understanding of Social Problems

JayapalH. R.”

ABsTRACT

Approaches ane theoretical perspectives or modals which show the patierns and regulariiies
abour particular phenomenan, which othersise remaln latent. They can connect seemingly ksolated
phenomenon with witer really. Perspeciives attempt to provide causes and consaquences of
phenomena in abstract way, that is, explanation of things going beyond time and space. In this
paper, we will iry bo understand the approaches to social problems. Essenice of this paper |5 to
undarstand how perspectives on soctal problems condnibuted o e essence and developmant of
sociokgical radiion. Five perspeciives on s0cial probiems are analyzed here. Each perspecive
conceplElizes the social problem and traces the causes for e occumence of deviance and
social problems; of them soclal dsorganization approach made significant contributions in
the development of suject matier of the discpline. Besldes, value comlict appraach further
expanded the horzon of conflict perspeciive. Though deterministic In Its outlook cuitural [ag
approach gives a view about he way Instiufons, practices and pecple respond and adapt to
thie ehanges In innovation and technology. Anomie aporoach lluminates our views abaut the
B0clal siuctural contexd of deviant behawviowr and social probiems.

Keywords: Soclal Disorganization, Cultural Lag, Maladapiaton, Deviance and Anomile

INTRODUCTION

Approaches are theoretical perspectives or models which show the patiems and requiarities
abouwt particular phenomenan, which othensise remain latent. They can connect seemingly [solated
phenomenon with wider reality. Parspactives attempt to provide causes and conseguences of
phenomena In abshract way, that Is, explanation of things golng beyond ime and space. Essence
of this paper Is to understand how perspectives on soclal problems contribuied to essence and
development of sodiological tradiion. Approaches o s0cial problems are classfed into five types:
Social Msonganization approach; cultural Lag approach; value corflict approach; personal deviatonal
approach and anomle approach

SOCIAL DISORGANIZATION APFROACH

Social disOrganization approach came 10 prominence after the FIrst Word War (Rubington,
and Martin op.cit 57). This approach s applicabie In the context of ranskion of society. The concept
of 50cial disorganization can be understood more maaningfully by comparing i to its Opposte state,
that Is, soclal organization. The concept Soclal organization has an Implch organic analogy and
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Community and Sociclogical Tradition: An analysis
of Community Disorganization as a Process

Jayapal H.R."
ABITRACT

The concept of community has informed the wiitings of classical socologists such as Kan
Man, Ferdinand Tannles, Geong Simmel, Emile Durkheim, and Max Weber. Communizes,
which were trangull, simple, homageneous in Europe wene transformed into crowded, complex
and heterogensous by the process of Industrialization and urbanization. Socleties undengo
the process of disorganization relatively more during the period of transiion. To be mare
spaciflc, when there are changes In he mophology of society, that 15, changes In struchure
and functians of society, i expenances social disorganization. Soclal disorgantzabion |5 relatvely
a lemporary perod that society In transion experiences. "How shodt 15 this perod depends
upon several factors. Community disorganization may be a result of disorganization in wider
sockety. Disorganization in particular community may aiso bring dysfunclons In socledy pushing
It to wider soctal dsorganization. Soclety comprises of several communiies In its ambit. f a
phenomenon of community disorganization is relatively micro in nature, soclal dsorganization
Is macre In nature. This paper discusses the community aspects of disorganization and tries
o understand them as process

Keywords: Community Disarganization, Soclological Tradition, Ecologlcal Dimenslons,
Natuwral Process, Purposlve Process

INTRODUCTION

There Is an Intimate retationship between the concepts of soclal dsorgantzaton and community
disarganization. Social disonganization indicates the breakdown of nules. Such nikes bind the dfferent
elements of soclely by creating Interrelationship and nterdependence between differant pars of
society. This leads to an ondered relabionship betwesn the dfferent parts of soclety, which Is the
essence of social organization. In a similar way, community disorganization oovipusly refers to
breakgown of rules In community.

Soclefes undergo the process of disorgantzation relatvely maore during the perod of ransiion.
To e more specifie, when there are changes In fe morphology of sockety, that is, changes In structure
and funchions of saclely, it experiences socal disorgantzation. Soclal discrganization Is relativaly
a temporary period that sockety in transition experences. ‘How short ks tis penod” depends upon
several Tactors: they are degree of confiict and conflict resolution, adaptation and polcy measures.
Community disorgantzation may be a3 result of disorganitzation In witger soclety. Disorgantzation in
partcular community may also bring dysfunctions In soclety pushing It to disarganization. This paper
discussas the community aspects of disorgantzation. Community disorganization Is namrwer in
sCOpe compared to social disprganization as the latter covers Me soclety or soclal system in large.
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Peasant Movements in Colonial India: An Analysis

Jayapal H. R."

ABITRACT

Peasant movements were the principal mediem of expression against agrarian unrest
In pre- Ingepensant Indla. There 15 an Intmate relationship between peasan movements and
nationalism in Indla. This paper examines flve major peasant movements In colonlal Indla. it
fraces the dawn of peasanis’ consclowsnass about s plight, deprivation and articulation of
dscontent, dissent, deprivation through thelr colleciive actions. Movements analyzed here
shiow that peasants are capabde of autonomous actions and they are not docie. Movements
mscussed here were represeniative and symptamatic of the mood of peasantry across the
sub-continent. Several peasant movements other than those analyzed here existad and left
geep Impact on Brtish regime In Indla. Peasant movements were natural expressions of
peasanis as coliective actions and protest to put an end to oppressive structimes of British
state. Most of the peasant movements wene In the form of reselion. Viskence and capturing
the power are Its common properties. But British with repressive state apparatus in the form
of pan Indian bureaucracy particulany through army and police suppressed the movements.
Though the movements were suppressad, thelr impact was so powertul that British govemment
had ta implemeant refarms In agraran sacior and peasant movements aiso comtributed in
achleving Independence.

Heywords: Peasants, Agrarian Unrest, Reselion, Mon-cooperation

INTRODUCTION

Peasant movements were the principal medium of expression against agrarian unrest In pre-
Independant Indla. There Is an Infmate relationship between peasant movemenis and nationalksm in
India. Two ldediogles had imforned the peasant organizations of pre Independent Indla A Gandhlan
and B. Mandsl. f former penefrated through Polltical liberalism of indla Mational Congress and
particularty through Passlve Ressisiance of Mahatma Gandhl, whereas |ather informad the peasant
onganizations thiough Mandan principles of communism, pariculany on the lines of Boishesik model
of Russla [Dhanagare, 1975, p. 1). Mabional sentiments sprouted, according io AR, Desal (20007,
due 1o the growth of unified national economy. This paper examines five major peasant movements
In colonla Indla. It Faces the dawn of peasants’ consciousness about Its plght, deprivalon and
articulation of discontent, dissent, deprivation through thelr collective actions. Movements analyzed
here show that peasants ane capabie of autonomaous actions and they are not doclie. Movements
discussed here were repgresentative and symptomatic of the mood of peasaniry across the sub-
continent. Several peasant movements other than those analyzed here exisied and left deep Impact
on Exvitish regime In Indla. Peasants rase i acon against oppressive colonial s@te even before the
dawn of Santhal iInsumection such as in the state of Mysore and Bomibay presidency; of them notaike
Is Amara Suls Rebeiion hat took piace In 1837, For the sake of bravity, this paper examines flve
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State and Civil Society: Analysis of Karl Marx's Views

Dr. Jayapal H. R."

ABITRACT

Ige3 of humans' perfecibilily and dlalectical vews of progress and development chaoenze
the warks of Kar Mands He viewed conflict and power as the redempive forces In bullding the
soctal ordes, which Is fre= from Inequallty and expioiation. Mant beleved In creative capacity
and freedom of fumans In shaping thelr own Me and caning out the soclal realty, which best
regresents the realization of thelr Interests. But the exisiing reallty departed from the ideal
condilons; Insiead, humans' creative capacities are deformed under appressive condfiors of
capitaiism. |dea of peactibiity, which ks legacy of enlighten men bequeamed to Man, bacames
concepiual yard stick in assessing 50ci 3l 5ystems 35 how much they take leap towards progress
or deviate owards the state of expisitation and akenation. Keology, state and ol society
will become the tools of capitals? cass 1o distort and divert the people from develoning true
conscfousness which Indesd enables them to realize the truth. This article makes an atampt
to urderstand the views of Kar Man on state and ovil society which portray that spheres of
state and civil soclety are the extension of producton relabions of caphiallst soclety

Keywords: ‘Permectiblity’, “State’, "Civil Soclety’, ‘Economic base and productive relabions’

INTRODUCTION

I3 of Fmans” perfectbility and dlalectical VEws Of progress and development charactanze Kan
Mands Works. He viewed conflict and power a5 the redempave forses in bulkding the social orter which
Is fres from Inequalily and exploitation. Man: beleved In craative capactty and freedom of humans
In shaping thelr own IMe and caning out the soclal reaiity which best reprasents the reallzation of
thalr Interests. But the existing reality departed from the ideal conditions; instazd, humans® craathve
capacities are deformed under oppressive condiions of capitalism. Ioea of pesfactbilty, which s
legacy of enlightenment bequeathed to Man, becomes concaptual yard stick In assessing soclal
SY5ieMs as how much they take 23 towards progress or daviate towands the state of expinitation
and allenation. Ideology, stabe and civil soclety will bacome the tools of capialist class o dstort
and divert the penpie from developing e CONSCOUSNESS, WhICH ENaDiEs MEM o realize the tnum,
This articie makes an atiempd io understand the views of Karl Mand on state and civi soclety, which
porray Mat sphencs of state and chil society are the extension of production relations.

MARX'S THEDRY OF STATE

Man became Interesiad In poitical aspects after moving o the city Dresten in 1342 He
gevelnped Interest on historical condtions leading to fwo revolutions In France and England which
lad him towards the area of poilical phiicsopny. His polltical views became erystallzed 35 he read
the works of Rousseau, Montesquie, Machiavelll, Hegel and others. Mangs systematic discussion
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